Old Landmarkism – What is it?
Chapter 5 – 30 Minutes
Introduction
[1Pe 1:5] Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
[Act 2:47] Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
“The character of the material of which a house for the protection of a family is constructed is manifestly of the very first importance.”
Fifth Mark of the “Model Church.”  The membership all professedly regenerate in heart before baptized into it.
The teachings of the Old Testament requires a regenerate membership.
- Heb 12:18 shows that the Kingdom of Israel was a type of Christ’s Kingdom.
- The literal family of Abraham was a type of the spiritual family of Abraham.
--- To be part of Abraham’s family, they had to be circumcised
- Christ calls out & marks His people with the “circumcision made without hands”
--- The Kingdom of Christ consists of Churches of the spiritually circumcised
- A purely spiritual membership is all that is supported by the scriptures.
Three Theories of Church Constituency
1. The first theory is the Catholic.
- This theory teaches that the church is the instrumental source of salvation
--- Teaches her ordinances are sacraments of salvation---channels of grace
--- Following it, there would be no difference between the world and the church 
2. The second is the Presbyterian theory.
- This theory teaches that believers and their children are entitled to membership
--- Once again, this theory would bring the whole world into the church unsaved
--- Westminister Assem Conf, “The seed and posterity of the faithful, born within the church, have, by their birth, interest in the covenant and a right to the seal.”
3. The third is the Baptist theory.
- None but the born again should be baptized and thus added to the Church.
--- All other societies baptize and add to the church in order to save.
--- Baptists do it because they believe the subject has already been saved.
Four Principal Arguments Against Infant Baptism
I. The Word of God contains neither precept for, nor example of, infant baptism, which is frankly admitted by hundreds of the most learned Pedobaptist scholars.
A. Bledsoe (Methodist)...with all our searching, we have been unable to find in the New Testament a single express declaration, or word, in favor of infant baptism.
--- Bledsoe quotes Knapp, Jacobi, and Neander, in proof that infant baptism was Not instituted by Christ or His apostles, or known in the first ages.
II. That the practice of infant baptism was unknown to the Churches of Christ in the first two centuries after Christ is admitted by all standard Pedobaptist scholars and historians.
Curcelleus acknowledged, “Pedobaptism was not known in the world the two first ages after Christ.”
- Example of [Mat 15:9] But in vain they do worship Me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.
III. All the teachings of Christ and His apostles positively forbid the practice of infant baptism, and the admission of the unregenerate to baptism and Church-membership.
1. John the Baptist.  It is admitted that John baptized only penitent believers
2. Christ during His ministry.  John 4:1 shows that He made disciples before they were baptized.  This is a positive example of how baptism was performed.
3. The formula Christ gave for baptism.
- Matt 3:11 “unto repentance” or “upon their profession” state of repentance
- Acts 2:38 “for remission” or “a profession of” being in that state
--- Makes baptism a declaration of faith in triune God and allegiance to Them.
4. The uniform practice of the apostles demonstrated how they understood their commission. (See Acts 2.)
V. The evils of the practice (of infant baptism) are many and fearful to the subject, to Christianity, to the Church, and to the world.
- There are so many evils that John Gill declared infant baptism to be “part and pillar of popery.”
- Should be our conviction that Christ designed the material for His Churches to be built of “lively stones”, “circumcised in heart”, and “born from above”
Conclusion: All those religious organizations that, by fundamental law, do admit infants and the confessedly unregenerate to baptism and membership, are not, and should not, be considered, called, or by any act recognized as Churches of Christ or evangelical bodies.
QUESTIONS
1.  Could a truly historic Baptist Church recognize Catholic baptism as valid?
2.  How should a Baptist Church handle the baptism performed by Methodists?
3.  What is the difference between the Catholic and Presbyterian theories?
4.  Which one is biblical, the Catholic or the Presbyterian theory?
5.  What is the difference between the baptisms administered by Presbyterians and modern Churches who practice the universal church?
6.  Is baptism performed by full immersion of the body valid when performed by Methodists?
7.  In three pages or less, use the supporting arguments in this outline to explain why the baptisms of infants are invalid.
